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The AMCA Young Professionals by Alex Chaskopoulou 

THE GROUP

During the 76th annual American 
Mosquito Contro l Associat ion 
(AMCA) meeting in Lexington, 
KY, an idea was born to bring 
togethe r  young members  of 
the AMCA into a special group, 
known as AMCA Young Profes-
sionals (YP). The idea behind this 
group is to provide an opportu-
nity to enrich the experience of 
young professionals in the field 
of mosquito research and control 
by promoting interaction among 
these professionals, and enhanc-
ing communicat ion between 
young and wel l -es tab l i shed, 
experienced professionals. The 
formation of such a group is one 
of the best ways to encourage 
net wo r k i ng,  wh i l e  en r i ch i ng  
awareness of oppor tunit ies in 
the field of medical entomol-
ogy and mosquito control. The 
group wi l l  speci f ical ly a im to 
increase participation of young 
profess ional members dur ing 
the AMCA annua l  meet ings, 
i nc rea s e  t he i r  v i s i b i l i t y  a nd 
h igh l ight  the i r  resea rch and 
accomplishments. 

THE HISTORY

Looking back to 2007, I remem-
ber how excited I was to attend 
my f i rs t  AMCA meet ing in Or-
lando, FL. As I returned home, 
I reflected upon what a great 
conference i t  was,  but I  a l so 
rea l i zed that  I  was lef t  want-
ing more. Even though I  had 
thoroughly enjoyed the highly 
informative and diverse presen-
tations, the exceptionally great 
quality of the talks given by the 
students during the competition 
sess ion, the high at tendance 
and representation from the in-

dustry, the abundance of breaks 
along with the nice food and 
refreshments, and above all the 
fancy banquet, I had not had 
many oppor tun i t ies  to  meet 
and interact with peers as much 
as I would have liked. I listened 
to  so  many  i n te res t i ng  ta l k s 
that sparked many ideas and 
questions, but I barely had the 
chance to meet and interact 
with the presenters! I attended 
the entire student competition 
and lef t  w i thout knowing any 
of  the par t ic ipants.  So many 
interesting talks to listen to and 
so l it t le t ime, so you rush from 
room to room, while in the back 
of your mind, you are trying to 
dea l  w i th  the s t ress  invo lved 
with the student competition…
or wondering how many e-mails 
you have to answer or papers to 
grade once back in the office…
You are young and new in the 
field, and on top of this, if you 
have a shy and reserved person-
ality, it is almost certain that you 
will experience an educational 
and informative conference but 
you will miss all the fun associ-
ated with it! Since 1989, students 
in the field of medical entomol-
ogy get together once a year 
to compete for the best overall 
research presentat ion. As my 

esteemed colleague, and one 
of the 2010 student competition 
winners, Hol ly Tuten said “Why 
should we get together only to 
compete when we can use this 
oppor tuni t y  to socia l ize wi th 
each other? At least i t  would 
make the meeting experience 
so much more fun!” 

However, it wasn’t unti l Dr Stan 
Cope p roposed the  idea of 
forming an official group that it 
all fell into place for the first time 
during the 76th AMCA annual 
meet i ng  i n  Lex i ng ton,  K Y.  A 
group of young AMCA profes-
sionals, including  a majority of 
the students attending the stu-
dent competition, scientists, and 
technicians from institutions such 
as the US Department of Agri -
culture (USDA), the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), various mosquito control 
distr icts, and private research 
laborator ies,  got together to 
socialize and participate in vari-
ous activities. One of the most 
notable act iv i t ies was v is i t ing  
the Entomology Department at 
the University of Kentucky (UK). 
We  ha d  t he  ho no r  o f  b e i n g 
welcomed by Dr John Obrycki, 
Department Chair and Kentucky 
State Entomologist, who gave 
a brief introduction about their 
program and opportunities avail-
able for entomologists. Next, we 
vis i ted the Insect Systematics 
laboratory, where Kacie Johan-
sen, who recently graduated with 
her MS in entomology, briefed 
us on various projects, particu-
larly the creation of interactive 
keys for Brachonid wasps. We 
then met with Katelyn Kowles, 
a  Ph D  s t u d e nt  i n  t he  I n s ect 
Ecology laborator y.  Katelyn’s 
inte res ts  focus on examin ing 
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wheat  ag roecosy s tem food 
webs using a variety of tools. The 
Insect Behavior Laboratory was 
next, where Shelby Stamper, a 
Research Analyst, talked to us 
about their research involving 
pheromones and other chemi-
cal signals that insects use. Then 
Sarah Sams, a research techni-
cian, showed us their bed bug 
colonies and briefed us on the 
s ign i f icance of  bed bugs as 
household pests. And last, we 
met with two UK PhD students, 
Jimmy Mains and Phil Crane, in 
the Medical Entomology labora-
tory, an environment we were all 
very familiar with. Jimmy and Phil, 
already members of the AMCA 
YP, showed us thei r  mosqui to 
rea r ing faci l i t ies  and g reen-
houses  whe re  they  conduct 
semi field mosquito experiments.  
T he i r  Ph D  re sea rch  p ro ject s 
focus speci f ica l l y  on model -
ing and use of  Wolbachia  to 
regulate mosquito populations. 

FIRST MEMBERS

Approximately 16 young profes-
sionals joined the group during 
the AMCA 76th annual meeting. 
Some of the young scient i s ts 
present at most of the activities, 
their affiliations and a sample of 
their research interests were:

•  Ho l l y  Tu ten,  a PhD s tudent 
from Clemson University working 
on research to provide science 
with a better understanding of 
the potential health risks posed 
by mosquitoes interfacing with 
animals and humans in a zoo 
setting;

• Logan Minter, a MS student 
f ro m U n i ve r s i t y  o f  Ke n t u ck y 
working with sand fl ies and in-
vestigating their biology so that 
information would be available 
for future use in IPM programs;

• Lee W Cohnstaedt, a postdoc-

torate scientis t f rom the USDA 
ARS Center for Medical Agricul-
tural & Veterinary Entomology 
working on mosquito and sand 
fly behavior and physiology in 
the presence of attractants, re-
pellents and pesticides;

• Ph i l ip Cra in, a PhD s tudent 
from University of Kentucky work-
ing on quant i f icat ion of   the 
relationship between mosqui-
toes and Wolbachia;

• Jimmy Mains a PhD student 
f ro m U n i ve r s i t y  o f  Ke n t u ck y 
work ing on impacts of endo-
symbionts on Aedes albopictus 
laboratory populations;

• Whitney Qualls, a PhD student 
from University of Florida working 
on blood-feeding behaviors and 
DEET repellency in Sindbis virus-
infected Aedes aegypti;

• Sabr ina Hayes f rom Flor ida 
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A&M University, working on the 
isolation of Bacillus species toxic 
to several mosquito species;

• Phi l ip Otienoburu, a gradu-
ate s tudent  f rom Oh io S ta te 
University, working on attractive 
synthetic floral blends for Culex 
pipiens;

• Chris Stone a graduate stu-
dent from Ohio State University, 
working on blood-feeding be-
havior of Anopheles gambiae;

• Bethany Swope and Mar t in 
Williams, research scientists from 
CDC;

• Kristine Styer, an entomologist 
from ICR Inc, working on insecti-
cide efficacy testing;

• Amber Partridge and Gil l ian 
Anderson, entomologists from 
Colorado mosquito control.

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 

To be successful in our field of 
work, whether teaching a medi-
cal and veterinary entomology 
course, conduct ing research 

in the laborator y or the f ie ld, 
surveying and identifying mos-
qu i toes,  o r  p romot ing a new 
mosqu i tocida l  p roduct,  one 
s hou l d  ha ve  a n  o p e n  m i n d 
a n d  b e  m o t i v a t e d  t o  c o n -
nect and exchange ideas with  
co l leagues that have s imi la r 
interests. We are professionals 
in the same field, with s imi lar 
goa l s  and ideas  tha t  cou ld 

flourish unimaginably if we al l 
jo in together. Par t icipat ing in 
the various activit ies of AMCA 
YP group wi l l  prov ide the op-
por tun i t y  to  become f r iends 
w i th  other  p rofess iona l s  who 
have similar interests, and it is a 
great way to meet and interact 
with well-known researchers and 
specialists in your field of interest 
from all over the world. Those of 
us who are still students will also 
realize that our education does 
not end when we receive our 
degree. We continuously learn 
from each other as long as we 
keep an open mind and are 
open to  sharing  and accepting 
knowledge. I t i s of ten outs ide 
our classroom or daily working 
environment that great opportu-
nities arise, and ideas are born.

SPECIAL THANKS!

I  wou ld l i ke to  thank D r  S tan 
Cope and Dr Roxanne Connelly 
for inspir ing the AMCA YP and 
for being strong and faithful sup-
porters from the very beginning. 
A l so, I  would l i ke to thank Ms 
Sarah Gazi, AMCA’s Executive Di-
rector, for the hard work she put 
into AMCA YP. Last but not least, 

Figure 1: Members of the AMCA Young Professionals getting together to 
discuss activities of our group during the 76th AMCA annual meeting in 
Lexington, KY. From left to right: Whitney Qualls, Alex Chaskopoulou, 
Logan Minter, Holly Tuten, Philip Otienburu and Chris Stone.

Figure 2: A group of AMCA Young Professionals members during their 
visit to the Entomology Department of the University of Kentucky.
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The AMCA 2011 Annual Meeting
Why You Need to Be There

We’re all still feeling the squeeze, both economically and politically. Now more than ever…
•	 …we as members need to gather together to share new knowledge and techniques.
•	 …we need to learn the most efficient and effective methods of mosquito and vector control.
•	 …we must understand the politics that can and will affect the way we do our jobs.

To accomplish these goals we have to work together. The AMCA Annual Meeting is the only place where 
you meet face-to-face with hundreds of your peers and industry leaders at once.

Visit www.mosquito.org/meetings to start planning your participation now and making your case to 
attend. Hotel rates, estimated registration costs, and ground transportation costs will help you estimate 
your expenses.  

Alex Chaskopoulou
PhD Candidate

andahask@gmail.com
Department of Entomology

University of Florida
Bldg 970 Natural Area Drive

Gainesville, FL 32611
352-392-2326

I would like to thank the Board of 
Directors and particularly AMCA 
President Dr Janet McAllister for 
welcoming the idea of forming 
a young members group with 
such enthusiasm and for giving 
us the freedom to move forward 
as we see fit. However, i t is al l 
of the AMCA’s young members 
and student ’s participation, and 
your willingness to help that can 
make this group flourish and pro-
vide some continuity from year 
to year. Let ’s not allow this group 
to come and go - let ’s make it a 
reality and an everlasting, valu-
able part of the AMCA.

77th AMCA ANNUAL MEETING 
ANAHEIM CALIFORNIA 2011

The first official meeting of the 
g roup w i l l  take p lace dur ing 
the 77th AMCA annual meeting 
in Anaheim, CA. A professional 
session will be organized about 

careers in medical entomology 
and mosquito control. A group 
of well-known specialists in aca-
demia, research, industry and 
mosquito control wil l enlighten 
us w i th the i r  ins ight  and per-
spectives on current and future 
opportunities, and possibil it ies 
that are await ing for us in the 
professional world. Additionally, 
there will be a social hour, with 
ample oppor tuni t y to mingle 
and meet everyone. I hope to 
see you all there! 

Those of you who would like 
to  become membe r s  o f 
AMCA Young Professionals 
a n d  p l a n  to  a t t e n d  t h e 
meeting in Anaheim, please 
e-mai l me at andahask@
gmail.com and let me know. 
In the e-mail you should in-
clude your name, affiliation, 
title, and preferably a photo. 
Also, let me know if any of 
you would like to be actively 
involved to help organize 
our future activities. I thank 
you in advance for your par-
ticipation and look forward to 
meeting you in person.




